17th September 2021

Show respect to everyone. (1 Peter 2:17)

A very warm welcome to those who have just joined our school community
and a big welcome back to those who have been with us before!
It seems only a minute has passed since the end of the summer term and here we are again at the beginning
of a new school year. We hope that you have all enjoyed managed to have a somewhat a peaceful, relaxing
summer break and had the opportunity to make memories with your children.
I have been so pleased with how well the children have settled back into the school routine over the past
two weeks, from Collective Worship and learning times to play and lunch. The children have been kind,
respectful and eager to learn new things.
WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL
You may have seen a few new faces around this term as we have had new staff join our fantastic team. We
hope you join us in welcoming them to our school!
•
•
•

Mrs Faith Bickerdike, Godfrey Class Teacher (Year 1)
Miss Melissa Bosworth, Teaching Assistant
Ms Dawn Sexton-Granger, Midday Supervisor

In addition to our new staff starters, we have had some new children join our school as well, in both
Reception and across school. On behalf of the staff and Governors, I would like to warmly welcome you and
your children to our school community! We know your children are your most prized possession and we
thank you for trusting us with their care and education!
CHRISTIAN VALUE
This half term we will be focusing on respect and tolerance in Collective Worship and in
lessons. We will consider:
•
•
•

How we show respect for each other and adults in the school community.
How children are encouraged to value and respect themselves and others.
How children are encouraged to show tolerance by accepting feelings, habits or beliefs,
racial or ethnic origins that are different from their own.

Miss Jaynie Lynch
Headteacher

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.

17th September 2021
There are many children’s books that teach tolerance and encourage their
readers to be respectful of all types of people regardless of race, religion,
ethnicity, disability, gender or sexuality. Here are a few such books:

A person’s a person no
matter how small.

Every human life is worth
the same, and worth
saving.

We all live with the
objective of being happy:
our lives are all different
and yet the same.

This planet is for
everyone, borders are for
no one. It’s all about
freedom.

Any problem can be
solved between people if
only they can trust each
other.

WISBECH ST MARY BABY & TODDLER GROUP
The popular toddler group is back in our school hall every Tuesday from 9.15 – 11.15am. Come
along for fun activities - £2.00 for the first child, £1 for every subsequent child. Tea and coffee
(for parents), juice and a snack are included in the price. See Facebook for more details and to
contact the organisers: https://www.facebook.com/wisbechstmarytoddlergroup
PARKING
Please be mindful of safe parking and the manoeuvring of vehicles outside
school. It is illegal to park (even if you are inside your car) on yellow lines
between the times shown on the 'no waiting' sign outside school. Our staff
car park should not be used to drop children into school as this impedes the
entry of staff vehicles as well as the taxis that bring some of our children to
school. Please also refrain from blocking the driveways of the local residents. Our top priority is to keep our
children safe – please help us by parking considerately.

This week, let’s look at the idiom:

“Actions speak louder than words”
The meaning of this phrase is that what you do in more important than what you say, because the things you do
show your true intentions and feelings.
For example:

“It is no use sitting and speaking of success, you have to act on it.
Remember, actions speak louder than words”
Are you able to use this idiom in a sentence? I would love to hear from you!
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17th September 2021
AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS
Just a reminder that our after-school clubs have now started! All school-run clubs
are free of charge. Karate and Dance clubs are run by external teachers and are
payable. All clubs finish at 4.15 and children should be collected from the main
school entrance. May we take this opportunity to remind parents to pick up
children from their after-school clubs promptly.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Forest School
Arts and Crafts
Film Club
Netball
Choir
Karate (payable)
Lego
Film Club
Dance Club (payable)
Board Games
Environment Savers

Reception, Years 1 & 2
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
Years 1 & 2
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
Years 1 - 6
Reception, Years 1 & 2
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
All Year Groups
Reception, Years 1 & 2
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6

Should you wish to book a place for your child/children on any of these clubs, please contact the school
office as most clubs are now full.
Dance club should be booked directly with Mrs Georgina Barham on 07905 191030.
SCHOOL UNIFORM AND PE KITS
Children should wear school uniform (except on the days on which they have PE and Forest
School – see below). Please refer to our website for further details. All items are available
from Asda, Tesco etc. We do not require you to purchase uniform with the school logo,
however, should you wish to do so, you can buy it directly from Price & Buckland:
www.price-buckland.co.uk
PE Kit consists of a white or blue t-shirt/polo shirt and navy shorts or tracksuit bottoms with
a navy jumper and trainers. Sportswear is also available from Price & Buckland should you wish to purchase
items with the school logo.

Please note that all items of clothing, including coats, shoes, hats, gloves, scarves, etc must be
clearly labelled with your child’s name.
We also advise that a spare set of clothes be kept in school, in particular for the younger years as they do
get messy!
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PE AND FOREST SCHOOL
Children should wear appropriate clothing for PE and Forest school. We are usually out in most
weathers for Forest School, so do ensure your children have wellies in school and have warm
clothing for the colder weather.

FAMILY CAFES
We are delighted to be able to start organising our Family Cafés again this academic
year. We will be holding one Family Café session per term and will be starting these
in October. As part of this, you will be able to come into the school hall with your
child and take part in a range of activities that are linked to your child’s topic or a
book that they are learning about whilst having a cup of tea! The children love having
the opportunity to share their learning with you all. We do limit each child to a
maximum of one adult.
Younger siblings are welcome to join us, but they are the responsibility of the adults who bring them.

Please send your child into school as normal in the morning and then proceed to the main office where you
will be shown into the hall. We look forward to seeing you on these dates.
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NATURE AND NOURISHMENT
We are delighted that Froglife will be hosting Nature and Nourishment
sessions for each of our year groups in our school later this year. Since 1989
Froglife has been at the heart of efforts to conserve native amphibians and
reptiles and have initiated a number of national and regional projects and
remained a central voice for public advice on issues surrounding reptile
and amphibian conservation. Froglife’s work falls into three strands: on the
ground conservation, environmental education, and communication. Nature and Nourishment are
interactive sessions involving practical and educational activities. They are designed to improve self-esteem,
confidence and to educate young people on how food gets onto our plates. The sessions will be held in
school on the following dates and we would advise that children bring in warm coats and wellies for their
sessions:

Weds 13th October Years 1, 4 and 6
Weds 20th October Years 2, 3 and 5
Weds 3rd November
Reception
YOUNG VOICES CHOIR
Your child can join the biggest school choir in the World!! Young Voices started
in 1997 with concerts in Sheffield, Birmingham, Belfast and Manchester. Since
then, it has gone from strength to strength, with more than 5,000 children
singing together in 15 concerts across the nation. Our school has attended 4
times and each time the experience just got better and better! Our school
choir will be learning the same songs and routines as thousands of other
children across the country. We will then go on to perform with the larger choir on Friday 28th January 2022
at the Resort World Arena in Birmingham. The day is a fantastic experience for the children (and adults).
There is no cost for the club, concert, or coach travel. Parents will have the chance to purchase tickets for
the event and there will be spare seats on the coach for those attending (the cost of which is to be
advised). We will be ordering T-shirts for the children at a cost of approximately £12.

ATTENDANCE
Our whole school attendance last week
was 98.1% and since the beginning of
term is 97.7%

Godfrey Class = 100%

Octavia Class =99.3 %

Peckover Class = 98.3%
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Macmillan Coffee Morning
Please join us in helping to raise funds for MacMillan Cancer Support at our
Coffee Afternoon on Friday 24th September from 1.30pm – 4.00pm in the
school hall. We would be most grateful for donations of cakes, which can be
brought into the school office in the morning
Harvest Festival
Our School Harvest Festival celebration will take place in Wisbech St Mary
Church on Tuesday 28th September. We would be grateful if you could send
your child in with a food donation, which will be handed out to local
charities by the church.
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT WE ARE AWAITING CONFIRMATION FROM THE
CHURCH ON WHETHER WE WILL BE ABLE TO INVITE PARENTS
School Disco
The PTFA is very kindly organising and funding a school disco for all pupils
on Thursday 21st October:
• 4.30pm – 5.30pm - Children in their last year at Pre-School, Reception,
Year 1 and Year 2
• 5.45pm – 6.45pm – Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
Tickets will be available for purchase on ParentPay in the next few weeks.
Fireworks
Our annual Fireworks Spectacular is back! We will once again be hosting this
incredibly popular fireworks display at our school on Saturday 6th
November 2021. Further information on ticket prices, times and how you
can help will be communicated at a later date.
BBC Children in Need
Once again, our school will be supporting the fantastic and valuable work of
BBC’s Children in Need on Friday 12th November 2021. Further details
regarding the activities that will take place in school to raise funds to help
change the lives of young people will be communicated at a later date.
Comic Relief
Red Nose Day is back on Friday 18th March 2022. Thanks to donations,
Comic Relief strives to make a difference to the lives of millions of people
across the UK and around the world. Our school will participate in helping
to raise money for this amazing charity – more details will be available closer
to the date.
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We’d like to welcome all our children and their Parents
back to Pre-School! We have some familiar faces as
well as lots of new ones!
We are so pleased at how well all the children have settled. They
are enjoying exploring all areas of the Pre-School environment,
discovering and learning through play. The children are starting
to learn the rules and boundaries, which we continue to practice
every day. They are all starting to sit beautifully on the mat for
circle time and are listening to the adult who is speaking or
reading. The children are currently enjoying listening to The
Very Hungry Caterpillar story.

For the children who will be starting in Primary School in September 2022, you can now start to
apply for a place. Applications should be made on the Cambridgeshire County Council website
before January 15th 2022:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ admissions

Pre-School staff would like to thank you for your continued support.

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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Reception - Hudson Class
We have had a great first week in school and all of
the children have settled really well. Starting to get
to know them and finding out about their interests
and the things they enjoy doing, has been lovely.
We have really enjoyed exploring the classroom
and the outdoor area, getting to know one
another and making new friends.
We have loved cooking mud pies in the mud
kitchen, building obstacle courses in the outside
area, counting how many cubes are in our Duplo
towers, making magic wands with sticks, feathers
and pipe cleaners, singing songs and nursery
rhymes and so much more!

Year 1 - Godfrey Class
We have had a fantastic start to our Year in Godfrey class. We have
been incredibly busy already. We are looking at the story the
Queens handbag and have been thinking about different
describing words to describe the Queen and also her Corgis. One
of our challenges has been to design and create our own crowns.
We have been very impressed. We have also been to Forest
school and been exploring and looking at all the different changes
since the children were last there. We have been building and
talking about our designs as well as exploring in the mud kitchen.
We are looking forward to our school trip and all the other
exciting things this year will bring.
Well done Godfrey Class, you have settled in so well and it is a
pleasure to be teaching you all.

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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Year 2 - Mowbray Class
During fluency lessons, Mowbray class have been learning how to partition the number 6.

Have a look at some of these super sentences that the children were writing about a monkey:
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Year 3 – Octavia Class
Octavia are thoroughly enjoying our Ancient Egypt topic. We’ve practiced writing in hieroglyphs, looked at
where Egypt is in the world and even had a go drawing some Egyptian Gods!

Year 4 - Clarkson Class
During the first week back at school, Logan received a Headteacher sticker for his
enthusiasm to learning and exceptionally high level writing and vocabulary during his
setting description in English. Logan even made use of the two new powerful words
that he had been introduced to that week.
Last week the children were busy making African music as we studied the different
ways in which slaves coped with the horrendous conditions that they had to contend
with. During our topic session, we also learnt who was victimised to slavery, what it
meant to be a slave and what conditions slaves had to work within. We also
introduced children to what a slave market was and how this exploited slaves and
would have made them feel. In maths we have been looking at making a number 1000 more and a
1000 less. The children experimented with the numbers using dienes and place value charts. The children
were in groups and competitively made a range of numbers that were either a 1000 more or a 1000 less.
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Year 5 - Peckover Class
Year 5 have had a fabulous start to the school year. Our new project with 2020 Productions has started and
the competition to win a place at Robot Wars has begun! The children have been learning to work as a
team and have started a little bit of coding. In the coming weeks they will be building and programming
their very own vehicles.

Year 6 - Awdry Class
This week we have been working really hard. In maths, we were looking at algebraic rules, expressions and
equations. We used our forest school time to continue our learning and create some of our own.
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Welcome back! The start of a new school year can be
daunting and scary for both parents and children, however
we are here to help! Grounding, also called earthing, is a
therapeutic technique that involves doing activities that
“ground” or electrically reconnect you to the earth. This
activity is useful to tune into your body and recognize the
physical sensations and feelings you may feel when you are
anxious. Think about being worried about something, where
in your body do you feel it and the thoughts you may have.
Make a simple body shape and record these thoughts and
feelings. Once you know what and where these feelings
come from, you can begin to address them. The grounding
practice is a great place to start.
https://www.healthline.com/health/groundingtechniques#physical-techniques
https://www.livingwell.org.au/well-being/mentalhealth/grounding-exercises/
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MEETING
Our next PTFA meeting will take place on:
Monday 20th September at 3.30pm in school.
We are always on the look-out for more members! Please come and join us –
everyone is always welcome!

FIREWORKS
We are so excited that our Fireworks display is going ahead on 6th November! This
popular event raises vital funds for our school and we hope that we will get lots
of parents helping us out on the night. Further details on how you can help will be
communicated at a later date.

SCHOOL DISCO
We are also so happy to be able to organise an all-school disco on 21st October
(see the Upcoming Events section). The children have missed out on so much over
the last 18 months and we hope they will all come along and enjoy themselves.
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Autumn Term 2021
nd

Friday 22 October
Mon 25th-Fri 29th October
Monday 1st November
Friday 17th December
Mon 20th Dec – Mon 3rd January
Tuesday 4th January
Wednesday 5th January

Training Day – School closed
Half Term Holiday
Term 2 starts
Last Day of Term 2
Holiday
Training Day – School closed
Term 3 starts

Thank you for your continued support!

Miss Jaynie Lynch
Headteacher

Wisbech St. Mary Church of England Academy
Church Road, Wisbech St Mary
Cambridgeshire, PE13 4RJ
Headteacher: Miss Jaynie Lynch
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Vicki Bradshaw
01945 410 312
www.twitter.com/AcademyWsm

office@wsmacademy.cambs.sch.uk
www.instagram.com/wsm_academy

www.wsmacademy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/WisbechStMaryAcademy
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RESPECT

This term we will be focussing in school on the value RESPECT.
We hope your family will find these ideas helpful as you
explore the value and have fun together.

HOME SCHOOL VALUES

Talk about

Read together…

RESPECT together...
We are learning at school about the
importance of treating others with
respect even if we sometimes do not
agree with the way they behave or the
things they say. We have also been
thinking about how we should treat
the things that belong to us and to
other people respectfully.
• Think of some practical ways that
you show respect to each other in
your family.
• Often we show respect to someone
by the way we speak to them.
What does this mean in practice?
• Do you treat one another’s
possessions with respect? What
does this mean in practice?

Think together

about Words of Wisdom
“Respect - to get it you must give it”
		
Anon

Moses and the Burning Bush
Moses led the sheep across the dry and dusty desert to Sinai, God’s holy
mountain. But in the stillness of the wilderness, while the sheep were
grazing, Moses’ thoughts were never far from the plight of his people the
Israelites, who were suffering at the hand of the cruel Egyptian king. Moses
had left Egypt years ago. He felt guilty and wished he could help his people,
but what could he do? He was not brave, he was not a respected leader.
Who would listen to him?
And then in the distance Moses noticed something very strange. A desert
bush was on fire. The flames licked hungrily around the branches and yet,
strangely, the bush did not burn up. He drew closer and as he did so, he
clearly heard a voice call to him from the bush, “Moses, Moses!” “Yes, here
I am” stammered Moses. “Take off your shoes”, said the voice, “for you are
standing on holy ground.” Reverently, Moses untied his sandals and fell
to his knees. “I am the Lord God of your ancestors and I have seen how my
people suffer under Pharaoh. I have heard them call out to me to rescue
them and now Moses, I am sending you to lead them to freedom.” “But
I am nobody, I am nothing. How can I go to the king and expect him to
respect a simple shepherd? How can I ask him to let the people go?”
But God replied, “Do not be frightened, I will be with you.”  “But what if
the people will not listen to me?” said Moses. “What do you have in your
hand?”  “A stick.” Moses replied. “Throw it on the ground.” Moses did as
he was asked. To his astonishment the stick turned into a writhing, angry
snake. “Now bend down and pick it up by the tail.” Nervously, Moses did
as he was asked. Immediately, the snake once more became a stick. “When
you perform this miracle,” said God, “the people will believe that I have
sent you. Take the stick with you for with it you will perform great miracles.
Now go and do as I have commanded.”
And so it was that on that ordinary day an extraordinary adventure began
for Moses and for the people of Israel. It was a story that the world would
never forget.
ased on Exodus 3,4
Bible story b

Quiz

Tangled Strings

Which stick became the writhing snake?

An American Indian Tale
Adahy was a good father and as his young son, Kuruk, grew up he proudly taught him all that he knew. In time, Kuruk married
and brought his new wife to live in Adahy’s home.
Soon they had a baby son, Elan. As Elan grew older his grandfather, Adahy, began teaching the young boy all that he knew and
Elan learned to respect the forest, it’s animals and all the different plants. As years passed by Elan’s mother begrudged sharing
her home more and more with the old man until in anger one day she told her husband that Adahy must leave.
Kuruk was horrified, “I can’t make him go, this is his home and he built it for us.” Angrily his wife replied “If you do not make
the old man go then I will be off and I’ll take our son, Elan, with me.”
Kuruk knew he had been left with no choice, but he felt so guilty he couldn’t bring himself to tell the old man himself. Instead
he told Elan to take his grandfather far away, deep into the forest and leave him. “Give him this blanket to keep him warm”,
he said. Elan was horrified. “But I love and respect Grandpa. He has taught me all that I know. How can I do such a thing?”
His father replied, “Elan, just do as I’ve asked.”
So the next morning, thinking they must be going hunting, Adahy followed Elan deep into the forest. When the old man could
walk no further and stopped to take a nap, the boy, with tears streaming down his face turned back and left Adahy sleeping.
That evening as Elan returned, Kuruk and his wife saw the blanket. Elan explained, “I gave Grandpa half of the blanket.
The other half, I will give to you some day.”
His mother and father understood the message. They went straightaway and fetched Grandpa.

Home-school
challenge
Who do you respect?
Draw or paint a picture of your chosen person and make
a frame to surround it. On the reverse give 5 reasons
why this person is worthy of special respect. The picture
can then be hung in the school Challenge Gallery.

Family
focus
Respect Detectives
It is important to show the same respect to other people
that we would wish to be shown to us. It is also important to
respect the built environment as well as the natural world.
Go on a family walk in your village or town. Look around
for signs that people respect the places where they live by
looking after property and public spaces.
• Can you see any graffiti?
• Do dog owners clean up after their dogs?
• Do you notice litter anywhere?
• Are public facilities left clean and tidy – ie benches,
telephone kiosks, toilets?
Write to your local council to let them know the results of
your survey.

Fascinating facts
Religious communities often treat their holy books
with great reverence and respect. They believe the holy
book contains God’s teaching.
• Christians believe that the Bible is God’s
word to his people. They show respect and
reverence by treating the Bible carefully.
In some churches the Bible has a special
stand called a lectern, from which it is read
during worship.
• Orthodox Jewish men wear a kippah to cover their
heads, as a sign of humility and respect towards
God. The Torah scrolls are kept in a closed   
cabinet called an Ark and when reading them
a pointer, yad, is used to follow the script so
that the scrolls are not touched by hands.
• Muslims keep their holy book, the Qu’ran,
covered and in a clean place, not on the floor
nor with anything placed on top. To show
respect and reverence they only handle the
book with clean or gloved hands.
• Sikhs cover their heads and remove their shoes  
before going into a room housing their holy book, the
Guru Granth Sahib. To show respect and
reverence nobody sits higher than the Guru
Granth Sahib and no alcohol is ever taken
into the room.
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