17th December 2021

Christmas is not a story of hope. It is hope.
A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM MISS LYNCH

And here we are, at the end of the first term and what a term it has been! Thinking back
over the term, I am so proud of the achievements of our children and our school. In times
that are uncertain, our community has come together to do great things for others, and I
am reminded of the selfless and kind nature of humanity. How apt we are approaching
Christmas; a time when we remember the selfless act of God to send his only son to save
us.
This term I have been so amazed with the perseverance and enthusiasm for learning
displayed by your children. They have worked so hard to make progress in their learning
and have done us all proud! I can’t wait to see what they do next term!
I am also so thankful for the dedication and determination of my staff, who put their hearts
and souls into their work, ensuring that your children receive the best quality of education
and that they are cared for. It’s not always easy, but they are unwavering in their love of
our school, children, and their profession.
This resilience and perseverance shown by staff and children, as well as your continued
support, understanding, and cooperation has helped our school to continue to grow, from
strength to strength, and has helped to minimise the impact of coronavirus in our school –
thank you all!
This term, we have been focusing on the Christian value of Hope. The message of Christmas
is that where there is hope, love, light and life, the plan and purpose of God will reach.
Hope around Christmas is that feeling of expectation and desire for a particular thing to
happen and, for you all, I hope you have all you desire this Christmas.
On behalf of the staff, Governors, and Trust I would like to wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy – and healthy – New Year.
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TREE DEDICATION

The Queen’s Green Canopy is a tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum
Jubilee in 2022 and which invites people from across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for
the Jubilee”. With a focus on planting sustainably, the QGC will encourage planting of trees to create
a legacy in honour of The Queen’s leadership of the Nation, which will benefit future generations.
As part of this initiative, Wisbech St Mary Parish Council secured trees for each of the villages in the
parish and on Monday 13th December, children from Wisbech St Mary Academy supported the
WSM Parish Council with the planting of a tree in our village on the grassed area just outside our
school.
The children from our Environment Savers After-school club were selected to participate in this
prestigious occasion and helped the Parish Councillors plant the tree – the hole had already been
dug so they didn’t get too muddy!
I hope that in years to come, these children will be able to bring their own children to see the tree
and proudly tell them about the special event in which they took part.
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ATTENDANCE
Our whole school attendance this week was
95% and since the beginning of term is also 95%

Octavia Class = 100%

Clarkson Class = 97.55%

Hudson Class = 96.45%
NEW LUNCH MENU

Starting in January, Aspens Catering will be taking over the provision of school meals to our children.
The new menu is attached to this newsletter, and we will start on Wednesday 5th January on Week
1. The cost of school dinners remains at £2.30 per child and this must be paid in advance on
ParentPay, unless your child is entitled to Universal Free School Meals (Reception, Years 1 and 2) or
Free School Meals.

PROUD HEADTEACHER MOMENT
Further on in this newsletter, you will read about how our
school children took part in various Remembrance Day
events in November. However, the following deserves a
mention of its own.
During our Remembrance Day Church service on Thursday
11th November in church, Mr Grenville Goodson read out
a beautiful poem called the Unknown Soldier. Mr Goodson
has since been in touch with the school as he wished to
convey to us how respectful and well-behaved all our
children were during the service. He said the church was
silent during the reading of his poem and when he
finished, he was very moved to hear a spontaneous round
of applause from the children. I know how well behaved
our children are and it is so wonderful to hear this from
someone from outside of the school. I am very proud of
each and every one of you. Thank you.
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LEST WE FORGET
We were very lucky and excited to have Colonel Mark Knight MBE DL visit our school
and take our Collective Worship. Col. Knight arrived in his full ceremonial Deputy
Lieutenant uniform and brought items to help us to learn more about the importance
of Remembrance Day. He explained why we celebrate the day and talked about the
historical events that took place in Flanders Fields. He also asked some children to show
what happens during a Remembrance service and we heard the Last Post, Reveille and
the National Anthem that people listen to during the service. During the assembly, he
explained the importance of the Royal British Legion and how, even now, they are
helping soldiers and the families of soldiers today. He talked about why he was given
his MBE and that he was able to meet Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace. He was
impressed with how the children asked questions about the event and the knowledge
that they already had about Remembrance Day. Thank you, Colonel Mark, for helping
us all to understand the importance of this significant part of our history.
Our Pre-School children made lots of poppies to display
in our windows and learned about Remembrance Day.
On November 11th, the children sat for a 2- minute
silence holding the poppies they had made in to
remember the soldiers, past and present. We also
walked around the village to look for the poppies
placed in various locations and we placed our own
poppy on the noticeboard in the church yard. All the
children went home with a poppy picture to colour in and
put in their windows once finished.
Godfrey Class made Remembrance Day reflections. We took
photos of our hands and made the poppies using our fingerprints.
The photos are now on display outside our classroom.
Hudson Class read the stories 'Where the Poppies now
Grow', 'Flo of the Somme' and 'The Christmas Truce'. We
made our own poppies using coloured card and paint,
buttons, pipe cleaners, pom-poms and lollipop sticks.
Awdry Class spent time reflecting
on the significance of Remembrance
Day. We chose a beautiful piece of
artwork and created our own
versions of it.

On Thursday 11th November, our
whole school took part in a special
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Remembrance Day Assembly in Wisbech St Mary Church. The service was led by Reverend Sandra
Gardner, who called out of the names of the people who came from Wisbech St Mary and who died
during World War 1 and World War2. Mr Grenville Goodson read out a beautiful and very moving
poem about the Unknown Soldier. He has very kindly allowed us to reproduce this poem, which he
wrote himself, in our newsletter:

The Unknown Soldier
Where were you when you heard the call?
Some lowly farm or stately hall?
You went to fight not knowing when
You would see this land again.
We know not where you fought so well,
Vimey Ridge or Neuve Chapelle.
We only know that men like you
Would hope to see these battles through.
In summer sun and winter snow
You fought and fought against the foe.
Backwards and forwards, line on line,
Fighting, fighting all the time.
Till at last that trumpet call
You heard no more when you did fall.
And now we pray that men like you
Will never have to be put through
The pain and anguish anymore
As you lie beneath this floor.
Now generations still to come
Can read and hear what you have done.
We’ll never know just who you were.
But your remains just being there,
Will show the world that we still care.
And as each year goes passing by
We stand and wonder … why, oh why?
And hope that battles now may cease.
And the whole world can live in peace.
Grenville Goodson, July 2014
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Reception - Hudson Class
In Hudson Class we've had a busy few weeks. We learnt about Diwali - the Festival of Lights, where
we looked at the story of Rama and Sita, Diya lamps and Rangoli patterns. We made and
decorated our own Diya lamps with salt dough, paint, glitter and sequins. The children enjoyed
making their own Rangoli patterns with coloured rice and with chunky chalks on the floor in the
outside area. The children even had a chance to explore and try on beautiful saris.
This week, the children have enjoyed exploring maps. We read the book ‘Me on the Map’ and
made maps of our own bedrooms and the classroom, labelling different objects in the room. We
also went for a walk into the village, where we followed a map and marked off different landmarks
we saw along the way. The children enjoyed looking at maps of the world, the UK and Wisbech St
Mary, as well as exploring Google Earth. An amazing few weeks in Hudson Class!
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Year 1 - Godfrey Class
Godfrey class has been looking at 2D shapes and learning
all about their properties. We have also been working on
direction, learning about left, right, half turns, quarter
turns as well as clockwise and anti-clockwise. We went
on a shape hunt to find hidden 2D shapes. We have
been teaching each other maths and phonics during
provision time and playing teachers. In English, we
have been learning about giving instructions and using
the words first, next, after that and finally. We then
wrote our own instructions. We have been looking at the artwork
of Kandinsky and creating our own following his design. We have been comparing his work to the
African Andinkra prints.

Year 2 - Mowbray Class
Year 2 have been very busy over the past couple of weeks! In
forest school, we have been hunting for more dragon clues.
Some of the children found different dragon eyes. We then
used these to help us to explore making patterns using clay.
In maths, we have been investigating shapes and measures.
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Year 3 – Octavia Class
Octavia Class has had a very busy couple of weeks! We had a wonderful (and messy!!) time
exploring mummification and the effects it would have on a tomato. We even wrote instructions
to share what we did. We then moved from mummifying tomatoes to people!! We practiced the
mummifying process in provision and are currently writing our own instructions.
We looked at how Diwali is celebrated - it was great fun looking at Miss Mistry’s sarees and
dressing up in them! We used our knowledge of shapes to create a rangoli pattern. Octavia also
created their own 2D shape poster to share the properties of the shapes we found. We recently
received some classroom laptops and have put these to good use in our provision time to find
more information on our research question ‘how does your body work?’
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Year 4 - Clarkson Class
Since returning from October half term, Clarkson class have delved into their new RE unit for this
half term ‘What is the Trinity?’ So far within this unit, the children have been learning about the
importance of water in the Christian faith; suggesting what art shows about the Baptism of Jesus
and how God is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The children have produced some
exceptional pieces of artwork to demonstrate Trinity thus far.

Year 5 - Peckover Class
In Peckover Class we have been sketching some WWI aircraft and creating poppies for
Remembrance Day. We are also getting ready for Robot Wars with Bits and Bytes!
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Year 6 - Awdry Class
Year 6 have been very busy in science learning about circuits! In our first session, we put our
memories to the test to see if we could recall how to use the electrical components to make a bulb
light up. Our next challenge was to draw the circuits. We are going to be moving on to learning
about the standard symbols for electrical components. If you need an electrician, be sure to
consider calling on Year 6!
On Thursday, a group of children from Awdry Class represented our school in the Cambridgeshire
Year 6 English Challenge. They worked together to answer quiz questions in three different rounds
based on books, book teasers and basic English skills. They worked brilliantly as a team and were
an absolute credit to us. Well done team!
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Mrs Steph
Thulborn

Winter can be a difficult time of year for some.
The air is crisp, 6pm looks like midnight and it
feels difficult to adjust. Many of us can relate –
we have lost an hour of sunlight because of
Daylight Savings Time, and it may have an
impact on our mental health. Seasonal Affective
Disorder (SAD) is a type of depression that
comes and goes in a seasonal pattern. SAD is
sometimes known as "winter depression"
because the symptoms are usually more
apparent and more severe during the winter.

Miss Kara
Veal

Symptoms of SAD can include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

a persistent low mood
a loss of interest in normal everyday activities
irritability
feelings of despair, guilt and worthlessness
feeling lethargic and sleepy during the day
sleeping for longer than normal and finding it hard to
get up in the morning
craving carbohydrates and gaining weight

For some people, these symptoms can be severe and have
a significant impact on their day-to-day activities.

Living with SAD can be difficult, but there are lots of things you can do to help yourself cope:
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/types-of-mental-health-problems/seasonal-affective-disordersad/self-care/
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Congratulations to Year 4 and 5 who completed their Mental Health Champions Training!
They had to complete tasks that help to support their mental health and had great fun in
doing so! Well done!!

A huge congratulations to Emily in Octavia! We took
part in the YMCA poster competition to encourage
children and adults to talk about their mental
health. Emily’s design was turned into a poster to
send out to other schools and she was awarded a
certificate in assembly! Emily said ‘I felt really
happy and excited when I won the award. I
enjoyed using different colours to create my
poster and am very excited to be able to help
people by encouraging them to talk.’
Well done Emily!!
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PTFA COMMITTEE
We are always on the look-out for more members! Please come and join us – everyone is always
welcome!

CINEMA TRIP
The children from Years 1 to 6 were very fortunate to be able to participate in the Into Film
Festival on Wednesday 24th November, at Cineworld in Ely. They saw the film “Abominable”,
which tells the tale of a teenager, Yi, who finds a Yeti on her rooftop in Shanghai. She resolves to
reunite him with his family at the highest point on Earth, Mount Everest.
All the children enjoyed eating their popcorn whilst watching the film and
the PTFA very kindly payed for the coach hire.
Children in Reception and Pre-school also enjoyed their own cinematic
experience in the school hall and watched “The Bee Movie”.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Our Christmas Fayre took place in December in the school playground. Children and parents had
fun taking part in our “Unshelf the Elf” and “guess the number of sweets in the jar” games as well
as winning lots of prizes on our chocolate, surprise bag and cuddly toy raffle stalls. We even had a
special visit from Santa himself. The funds raised gave us a profit of

£385
which will be used to provide much needed resources for our children. Thank you to everyone who
came along and to all those who brought in donations of cakes and prizes.
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We raised
£304.75
Thank you !
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CHRISTMAS CLASSROOM
NEWS
Pre-School children have been learning about the Nativity. The children know the names of all the
characters and places in the story and some can even tell the whole story independently using the
book or props as a guide. The children have enjoyed using our stable and Nativity figures to play
out the story with their friends. We have been learning lots of Christmas songs and dances as well
as making lots of seasonal arts and crafts. We celebrated Christingle and made our own
Christingle oranges, learning what each part of the Christingle represents.

Hudson Class has learnt about the First Christmas Story, which we retold using a story map and
actions. We have made snowflake decorations, decorated Christmas trees with baubles, tinsel and
shapes and written Christmas lists for Father Christmas. The children made snowman decorations
with paper plates and shape hats, created paper link chains, which we counted and then compared
lengths. The children really loved listening to the story of The Polar Express and enjoyed acting it
out in the outside area, where they built their very own Polar Express train with the large
construction equipment, before travelling to the North Pole to see Father Christmas!
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Godfrey Class has been looking
at Christmas images and we
challenged ourselves to draw
them. We have had a fantastic
time making Christingles and
being part of the Christingle
service. We also spent a great
deal of time rehearsing our
Nativity and are so proud of it.

Mowbray Class has been preparing for Christmas! With learning lines and singing songs, the
children have worked so hard to put together this year’s Nativity performance. We hope you
enjoyed watching it as much as we did performing it! We enjoyed the Christmas Jumper day and
especially liked making our own Christingles.

Octavia and Clarkson Classes had great fun making s'mores in forest school!
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All our children enjoyed a delicious Christmas Dinner on Wednesday 15 th
December. They enjoyed turkey with all the trimmings and pulled crackers with
each other. They even had a special guest serving dessert!
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Autumn/Spring Term 2021
Mon 20th Dec – Mon 3rd January
Monday 3rd January
Tuesday 4th January
Wednesday 5th January
Friday 14th January
Friday 28th January
Thursday 10th February
Mon 14th Feb – Fri 18th Feb
Tuesday 28th March

Holiday
Bank Holiday – School closed
Training Day – School closed
Spring Term starts
Mental Health Day
Young Voices Concert in Birmingham
Class Group Photos
Half-term break
*Celebration Assembly in Church

* Awaiting government guidance on whether these events will be open to parents

Thank you for your continued support!

Miss Jaynie Lynch
Headteacher

Wisbech St. Mary Church of England Academy
Church Road, Wisbech St Mary
Cambridgeshire, PE13 4RJ
Headteacher: Miss Jaynie Lynch
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Vicki Bradshaw
01945 410 312
www.twitter.com/AcademyWsm

office@wsmacademy.cambs.sch.uk
www.instagram.com/wsm_academy

www.wsmacademy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/WisbechStMaryAcademy
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Beef Burger
in a Bun

Option 1

Oven Baked
Wedges
Coleslaw

Option 2

Veggie Burger
in a Bun
Oven Baked
Wedges
Coleslaw

Ham & Pineapple Roast Chicken &
Pizza
Stuffing

Chicken Tikka
Masala

Baked Beans

Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Wholegrain Rice
Spiced Roast
Cauliflower

Veggie Delight
Pizza

Quorn Roast

Sweet Potato &
Chickpea Balti

Baked Beans

Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Wholegrain Rice
Spiced Roast
Cauliflower

Fish Fingers

Salmon or Pollock
Chips and
Peas

Cheesy Bean
Wrap
Chips and Peas

Packed
Lunch

Pick and Mix Packed Lunch
Freshly filled sandwich or roll, healthy snack, home bake and piece of fruit

Jacket
Potatoes

Crispy Skin Jacket Potato with Tasty Toppings

The Finale

Peach Cobbler
& Custard

Lemon Drizzle
Cake

Chocolate
Brownie

Apple & Cinnamon
Strudel with
Custard

Oat Cookie

Homemade Bread, Fresh Fruit, Yoghurt and Salad available every day
Autumn / Winter 2021

Meat

V Veggie

w/c 30/08, 20/09, 11/10 , 01/11, 22/11, 13/12, 03/01, 24/01,14/02

Jacket Potato

Packed Lunch

1

Cottage Pie

Option 1

Carrots

Chicken &
Sweetcorn Pasta
Bake
Whole Grain Penne
Garlic Slice
Green Salad

Option 2

Roast Gammon
Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Baked Bean & Veggie Bolognese Cheese & Onion
Veggie Sausage Whole Grain Penne Puff Pastry Slice
Garlic Slice
Roasties and
Cowboy Pie
Green Salad

Carrots
V

V

Fresh Vegetables
Gravy
V

Hot Dog

Fish Fingers

Baked Paprika
Wedges
BBQ Beans

Salmon or Pollock
Chips and
Mushy Peas

Quorn Dog

Quorn Dipper Pitta

Baked Paprika
Wedges
BBQ Beans

Chips and
Mushy Peas
V

V

Packed
Lunch

Pick and Mix Packed Lunch
Freshly filled sandwich or roll, healthy snack, home bake and piece of fruit

Jacket
Potatoes

Crispy Skin Jacket Potato with Tasty Toppings

The Finale

Rhubarb Crumble
& Custard

Marble Cake &
Custard

Cornflake Tart

Jelly & Fruit

Fruity Flapjack

Homemade Bread, Fresh Fruit, Yoghurt and Salad available every day
Autumn / Winter 2021

Meat

V Veggie

w/c 06/09, 27/09, 18/10 , 08/11, 29/11, 20/12, 10/01, 31/01,21/02

Jacket Potato

Packed Lunch

Option 1

Option 2

Bangers & Mash
Green Beans
Gravy

Beef Lasagne
Garlic Slice
Sweetcorn

Veggie Bangers & Veggie Lasagne
Garlic Slice
Mash
Green Beans
Gravy

Sweetcorn

Roast Chicken &
Stuffing
Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Quorn Roast

Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

BBQ Chicken

Wholegrain Rice
Broccoli

Fish Fingers

Salmon or Pollock
Chips and
Baked Beans

Crunchy Topped Vegan Sausage
Roll
Macaroni Cheese
Broccoli

Chips and Baked
Beans

Packed
Lunch

Pick and Mix Packed Lunch
Freshly filled sandwich or roll, healthy snack, home bake and piece of fruit

Jacket
Potatoes

Crispy Skin Jacket Potato with Tasty Toppings

The Finale

Sticky Toffee
Golden Syrup &
Apple Sponge Pudding & Custard
Pudding

Chocolate
Orange Rice
Pudding

Apple Crumble
with Custard

Ginger Cookie

Homemade Bread, Fresh Fruit, Yoghurt and Salad available every day
Autumn / Winter 2021

Meat

V Veggie

w/c 13/09, 04/10, 25/10 , 15/11, 06/12, 27/12, 17/01, 07/02

Jacket Potato

Packed Lunch

