7th February 2022
You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. (Hebrews 10:36)

A MESSAGE FROM MISS LYNCH
What a busy half-term we have had at Wisbech St Mary! I have been so proud of the resilience and perseverance
demonstrated by the staff and children. The children have been working very hard in their learning and I have been
especially pleased in the progress they have been making in their writing since returning to school this year. I have
also been really impressed with the progress the children in Year 4 have made in learning their multiplication tables.
This is no doubt down to their hard work and the extra effort put in by Mr Richardson and Ms Oliver by giving their
time during the day and before school to help the children practice – if you haven’t signed up for one of the morning
sessions yet, please do!
There has been a lot of discussion over the past few years about the impact of COVID, educationally. I have been really
impressed with how well supported the children were during the past two years of interrupted education, both by
school and yourselves. This has meant that the impact to the children’s education has been minimal. Two areas in
which we have noticed children having gaps are in language and communication and motor skills. This is not surprising
as it mirrors the research that has been undertaken by specialists in these fields (e.g. Speech and Language Pathologist
and Occupational Therapists).
To address the issues around language and communication, in September, we
embarked on a project with our Trust and Elklan to become a ‘Communication Friendly
Setting’. The purpose of this is to support language development and create a
communication friendly ethos across our school. ELKLAN is a tried and tested approach
to teaching and developing communication skills for children from Pre-School to Year 6. Within our school we now
have two Teaching Assistants, Mrs Hall and Mrs Mayers, trained at ELKLAN Level 3 and are now qualified
to run interventions for children with communication difficulties. Both Mrs Hall and Mrs Mayers have
worked extremely hard to achieve this qualification over the past few months and I’m sure you will join
me in saying a big
to them both! Mrs Hunt and Miss Freeburn have completed
phase 1 of their training and are now beginning their ELKLAN Level 4 award. This will enable them to
train other members of staff and we will become a leading hub school. Ultimately, becoming a
communication friendly setting will support all of our children in being effective communicators
throughout their lives.
The other area, which I mentioned was motor skills, which are divided into gross and fine. Gross
motor skills include standing, walking, going up and down stairs, running, swimming, and other
activities that use the large muscles of the arms, legs, and torso. Whilst fine motor skills involve
the muscles of the fingers, hands, and wrists, and, to a lesser extent, toes, feet, and ankles. Both
fine and gross motor skills are needed for children to be able to improve handwriting speed,
fluency, and legibility, but there are many other daily tasks that require us to utilise our motor
skills such as: fastening clothing (zips, buttons, tying shoelaces, etc.), using tableware, twisting doorknobs, personal
care (teeth brushing, toileting, brushing hair, etc.), video gaming, operating electronic equipment (typing, telephone,
etc.), playing a musical instrument.
We have been looking into different ways to support the development of the children’s fine and
gross motor skills from Pre-School to Year 6. In the Early Years, we have a range of activities in our
outdoor and indoor learning environment provision to support the children, including the
introduction of ‘Dough Disco’. Across school, we have specialist PE teachers to support the
development of gross motor skills and in addition we have undertaken training in Sensory Circuits
with a view to setting up a programme later this year. We also have a range of activities across
school to support children’s fine motor skills, such as Lego Therapy and afterschool club, and are
also looking into different programmes to support children’s fine motor skills – watch this space!
More information about how to support your child’s communication or motor skills is at the end of the newsletter.
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CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Huge congratulations to Mr Richardson on his new
home! We hope that you make many happy
memories in your new abode!
Not to be outdone, Miss Mistry has also moved into
her first home – and she got engaged!
Congratulations to you, Miss Mistry, and your fiancé
on your exciting new journey together!

CHRISTIAN VALUE - PERSEVERANCE
Christians believe that God has given us goals to aim at. In fact, there are two big goals:
to love God and to love other people. That’s why God made us. In Mark 1:14-20, we’re
told of how Jesus’ followers helped him to spread His good news and how they were
willing to put their trust in him to follow him – even though they didn’t know what would
happen. The disciples were not special because of training or talent, but because they
committed to follow the Lord. When we follow Jesus, we can trust that He will provide
for us and love us every day of our lives.

HERITAGE SCHOOLS AWARD
Over the past few years, we have been working closely with Historic
England and the Young ‘Uns on the project, When Cambridgeshire Sings.
As part of the project, we learned about the history of our local area and
the children wrote a song about local abolitionist, Thomas Clarkson, called
Fearless Thomas Clarkson. Last week we held a
virtual concert with other schools across
Cambridgeshire, who also took part in the project.
Our school was presented with the Heritage
Schools Award! I'm so proud of the work the
children and staff undertook during this project
and are continuing through the curriculum. View
the
children's
song,
“Fearless
Thomas
Clarkson”
here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyZidbMmBlM&t=2sWE

BAG 2 SCHOOL
Bag 2 School is a fundraising scheme for anyone wanting to raise funds using a resource
that everyone has got in their wardrobe – unwanted clothes! They work in partnership
with schools, businesses, local councils, and charities to help them raise funds from
the donations received.
Our next bag collection is Wednesday 23rd February. All items need to be bagged and
brought into school by 9.00am on this date. Bag 2 Schools welcomes good quality
clothes, shoes, handbags, hats, scarves, bags, lingerie, soft toys, towels, curtains and
bed linen.

WHOLE CLASS SCHOOL PHOTOS
The photographer will be in school on Thursday 10th February to take the class group photos.
Please ensure that your child is wearing proper school uniform on this date. If your child is due
to have PE on this date, please send them into school in uniform with their PE kit in a bag to
change into at school.
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CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK
It is Children’s Mental Health Week from 7th – 13th February and to support this, we
will have a non-uniform day on Friday 11th February. Please help us to raise funds for
this worthy cause – donations can be made via ParentPay or send a donation in with
your child on the day.

SUMMER TERM SCHOOL LUNCH MENU
Our catering company, Aspens, will be introducing a new menu after the half
term holiday, which will see us through the remainder of this Spring term,
through until the end of the school year in July. A copy of this new menu is
attached to this newsletter and can also be found on our website. Please
remember that all school meals MUST be paid for via ParentPay in advance of
your children booking them during the morning registration period.

ATTENDANCE
Our whole school attendance this week
was 94.8% and since the beginning of
term is 94.5%

Octavia Class = 99.3 %

Godfrey Class = 97.3%

Hudson Class = 97%

THIS WEEK’S RECOMMENDED READS ARE:
EYFS

KS1

KS2
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We have been taking part in the RSPB’s Big Schools Birdwatch which took place alongside the
Big Garden Birdwatch. The Big Schools’ Birdwatch has been running for over 20 years, and the
reason it’s been going for so long is that it is such valuable work. The results that schools submit
to the RSPB are used by scientists to help create a picture of how birds are faring across the UK.
As part of this hugely important environmental initiative, the Pre-school children made bird
feeders, which they were excited to hang in their gardens, and the Forest school club children
made and hung bird feeders in our Forest school area. Other classes went on a bird hunt and
we have all been enjoying being able to explore the beautiful environment we have on our
school site.
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Pre-School has had a really busy start to the Spring Term! We have been exploring our healthy eating
theme by using fruit and vegetables to make fruit cocktails, fruit salad and vegetable soup. We have
been using different sized measuring resources and lots and lots of water to look at volume! To work on
our sounds, we have been singing nursery rhymes, exploring how the sounds feel on our hands and in
our throats and mouths. This past week we have been celebrating Chinese New Year – the Year of the
Tiger - with lots of activities such as Chinese dancing with ribbons, creating a dragon’s head using
cardboard and performing a dragon dance to Chinese music. We have been exploring coloured spaghetti
and rice by cutting, stirring, using tweezers and chop sticks as well scooping, pouring and measuring.

RECEPTION – Hudson Class
Hudson Class have been learning about Chinese New Year this week. We have made dragons and read
the zodiac story. We discovered it was the year of the tiger and have threaded black wool into a tiger to
make his stripes. We enjoyed playing with noodles using chopsticks.
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Year 1 - Godfrey Class
Godfrey Class have been exploring the Arctic. We have been learning about polar bears and other
Arctic animals. We have been investigating how the Arctic animals stay warm and learning about
the properties of ice. We have learnt about the Inuit community and designed our own boats,
which we then tested to see if they would float. In Maths, we have been working really hard with
our addition and subtraction, and in English we have been learning about reports and writing facts
about polar bears. Excellent work Godfrey Class!

Year 2 - Mowbray Class
In Year 2, we have been busy finding out about Australia. To celebrate Australia day, the children
were given challenges that required teamwork and resilience in order to be successful! The
highlight of our day was when the children completed the crocodile swamp. They chose three
pieces of equipment and used these to cross the swamp without falling in. Every group succeeded
and the celebration cheers at the end of the challenge were filled with delight!
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Year 3 – Octavia Class
Octavia Class has had great fun using our knowledge of grams and kilograms to weigh ingredients
and make bisuits. We even had a challenge in Forest School to find objects that measured exactly
15cm and exactly 1m!

Year 4 - Clarkson Class
Clarkson Class have been reading through our model text and extracting the different techniques
that the author had used to make their writing powerful for the reader. The children then
annotated their work in groups and wrote further examples of the techniques that they found in
the text. As always, they have done an amazing job and we are looking forward to the planning
and writing of their independent suspense narratives for the remainder of this week and next.
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Year 5 - Peckover Class
Our new topic, "Great Pioneers' is going brilliantly! The children have been making rockets out of
junk materials, drawing planets and creating fact files. In PE we have been using the apparatus to
travel and jump in different ways, which has been great fun. Our suspense stories are coming
along nicely and we are now planning our own independent piece. The children’s’ writing so far
has been really impressive. All in all, a fabulous start to the Spring term!

Year 6 - Awdry Class
In Awdry Class, as part of PE over the last few weeks, we have been exploring a unit based on ‘Why
bully?’ and as such, we have been working on a dance routine based on a given motif. The children
have enjoyed learning dance moves that they have developed. They then added to this using
freeze frames and transitions between these. Whilst doing this, children have been thinking about
the feelings and hurt associated with this. We cannot wait to see the finished product.
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Autumn/Spring Term 2021
th

Thursday 10 February
Friday 11th February
Mon 14th Feb – Fri 18th Feb
Thursday 3rd March
Monday 14th March
Wednesday 23rd March
Tuesday 29th March
Friday 1st April
Monday 4th – Mon 18th April
Tuesday 19th April

School Group Photos
Dress to Impress for Mental Health
Half-term break
World Book Day
Year 6 Careers Convention – Thomas Clarkson Academy
Year 2 Cricket Festival – Neale Wade Academy
*Celebration Assembly in Church
Last day of Spring Term (no joke!)
Easter Holiday
Summer Term Starts

* Awaiting government guidance on whether these events will be open to parents

Thank you for your continued support!

Miss Jaynie Lynch
Headteacher

Wisbech St. Mary Church of England Academy
Church Road, Wisbech St Mary
Cambridgeshire, PE13 4RJ
Headteacher: Miss Jaynie Lynch
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Vicki Bradshaw
01945 410 312
www.twitter.com/AcademyWsm

office@wsmacademy.cambs.sch.uk
www.instagram.com/wsm_academy

www.wsmacademy.co.uk
www.facebook.com/WisbechStMaryAcademy
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Spring / Summer 2022
7/3, 28/3, 18/4, 9/5, 30/5, 20/6, 11/7

Option 1

Option 2

BBQ Chicken Pizza
Baked Beans or
Crudites

Margherita Pizza
Baked Beans or
Crudites

Beef Burger
in a Bun

Roast Gammon
Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Wholegrain Rice
Coconut Green
Beans

Salmon or Pollock
Chips and
Baked Beans

Super Veggie
Burger
in a Bun

Veggie Sausage &
Summer Veg
Traybake

Roasted Sweet
Potato Dhal

Baked Beans &
Vegetable Dippers

Oven Baked
Wedges
Coleslaw

Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Oven Baked
Wedges
Coleslaw

Chicken Tikka

Fish Fingers

Wholegrain Rice
Coconut Green
Beans

Chips

Potato

Crispy Skin Jacket Potato with Tasty Toppings available daily

Packed
Lunch

Pick and Mix Packed Lunch ( Ham / Cheese / Tuna)
Freshly filled sandwich or roll, healthy snack, home bake and piece of fruit

The Finale

Warm Pineapple
with Vanilla Ice
Cream

Sticky
Gingerbread
Cake

Chocolate
Brownie

Strawberry Mousse
with Peach

Oat Cookie

Homemade Bread, Fresh Fruit, Yoghurt and Salad available every day
Meat

V Veggie

Jacket Potato

Packed Lunch

1
Spring / Summer 2022
21/2, 14/3, 4/4, 25/4, 16/5, 6/6, 27/6, 18/7

Option 1

Creamy Chicken
Pasta Bake
Whole Grain Penne
Garlic Slice
Green Salad

Option 2

Veggie Bolognese
Whole Grain Penne
Garlic Slice
Green Salad

BBQ Pulled Pork
& Mash
Carrots

Roast Chicken &
Stuffing
Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Beef Lasagne

Potato Wedges
Rainbow Slaw

Baked Breaded
Fish
Chips and
Mushy Peas

Baked Bean &
Cheese & Spring Veggie Nachos & Carrot & Potato
Cheese
Veggie Sausage Onion Pastry Slice
Cakes Homemade
Roasties and
Potato Wedges
Cowboy Pie
Tomato sauce
Carrots

V

V

Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Rainbow Slaw

V

V

Chips and
Mushy Peas

Potato

Crispy Skin Jacket Potato with Tasty Toppings available daily

Packed
Lunch

Pick and Mix Packed Lunch ( Ham / Cheese / Tuna)
Freshly filled sandwich or roll, healthy snack, home bake and piece of fruit

The Finale

Peach Puff Pastry Rice Krispie Cakes
Slice & Custard

Chocolate &
Marshmallow
Cake

Apple Pie &
Custard

Fruity Flapjack

Homemade Bread, Fresh Fruit, Yoghurt and Salad available every day
Meat

V Veggie

Jacket Potato

Packed Lunch

V

Spring / Summer 2022
28/2, 21/3, 11/4, 2/5, 23/5, 13/6, 4/7,

Option 1

Meatball, Pasta &
Garlic Bread
Sweetcorn

Option 2

Baked Bangers & Roast Chicken &
Mash
Stuffing
Green Beans
Gravy

Tomato & Mozzarella Veggie Bangers
Gnocchi
& Mash
Garlic Slice
Sweetcorn

Green Beans
Gravy

Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Quorn Roast

Roasties and
Fresh Vegetables
Gravy

Honey & Soy
Chicken Stir Fry
Wholegrain Rice
Broccoli

Crunchy Topped
Macaroni Cheese

Veggie
Croquettes

Broccoli

Potato

Crispy Skin Jacket Potato with Tasty Toppings available daily

Packed
Lunch

Pick and Mix Packed Lunch ( Ham / Cheese / Tuna)

The Finale

Fish Fingers

Salmon or Pollock
Chips and
Peas

Chips and Peas

Freshly filled sandwich or roll, healthy snack, home bake and piece of fruit
Chocolate Mousse
with Mandarin

Sticky Toffee
Pudding &
Custard

Vanilla Sprinkle
Sponge

Apple Crumble
with Custard

Ginger Cookie

Homemade Bread, Fresh Fruit, Yoghurt and Salad available every day
Meat

V Veggie

Jacket Potato

Packed Lunch

