1st April 2022

AN EASTER MESSAGE FROM MISS LYNCH
As we approach the end of the spring term, I’ve been reflecting on the term so far and everything we’ve been up to
from national awards won, concerts held, and working with the award-winning band ‘The
Young ‘Uns’, to sports competitions and the Year 3, 4, 5 Easter production, Resurrection Rock
– not to mention all of the hard work and learning taking place every day. I have been pleased
to see the progress we have made as a school this year and I know it will continue into the
summer term and beyond! It has been a fun-filled and busy term to say the least and I think
we’re all in need of a rest!
Have a good Easter break and enjoy the time with your families. See you back to school on
Tuesday, 19th April.
Love,
Miss Lynch, Headteacher
CHRISTIAN VALUES: PERSEVERANCE & COURAGEOUS ADVOCACY
In John 20:18, we learn that Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she
told
them that he had said these things to her.
Stare at the four dots in the centre of this picture for about thirty seconds. Then, close your eyes
and wait for an image to appear.
What did you see? Some people see the image of Jesus, and some don't. It is just like it is in
real life. Some people don’t see Jesus because they are looking for Him in the wrong places.
That is what happened in our story today…
Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb where Jesus
had been buried. She found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter
and another disciple, whose name was John. She told them, "They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and I
don’t know where they have put him!"
Peter and John started out for the tomb. They were both running, but John outran Peter and reached the tomb first.
He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and
went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings, while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying
apart from the other wrappings. Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and
believed -- for until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. Then they
went home.
Mary stayed behind and stood outside the tomb weeping. As she knelt down and
looked inside, she saw two angels dressed in white. They asked her why she was crying.
She told them that someone had taken her master and she didn't know where they had
taken him. Then, Mary turned and saw a man standing behind her. It was Jesus, but
Mary did not recognize Him. She thought he was the gardener. Then Jesus called her
by name and, when she heard his voice, she recognized Him. After she saw that it was
Jesus, she went to the disciples and said to them, "I’ve just seen Jesus! He is alive!"
Some people, like Mary, Peter, and John can’t see Jesus because they are looking for
Him in a grave or on a cross. He isn’t there! He is risen and is seated at the right hand
of His Father in heaven. If you want to see Jesus, look in His Word, He will reveal Himself
to you, just as He did to Mary!

Dear God,
We thank you that Jesus,
our Saviour, is not in a

grave. He is alive! We serve
a risen Saviour! Hallelujah!
Amen.
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CHANGES TO SCHOOL LUNCH BOOKING
In a bid to become more environmentally friendly and to be more accurate with the
ordering of fresh produce, therefore reducing food wastage, our catering company,
Aspens, will be introducing a new method of booking school lunches after the Easter
break. Starting today, parents will be required to book and pay for their children’s
lunches via Parentpay. This replaces the current system whereby the children choose
their lunches each morning during Registration.
You are able to view the menu through the ParentPay platform by clicking on the Meal
Booking option, which enables you to choose the meals with your child. You will also be
able to view any special events and theme days that are coming up. Once you have made the selections, you will have
two hours from the time of booking to make payment for the meals. If payment is not made within this time, the
booking will be automatically cancelled. Should you need to cancel any booked meals, it is your responsibility to do so
as you will still be charged if you don’t.
Meals can be booked up to a term in advance, and Aspens is requesting that you have completed all meal orders by
5pm every Thursday for the following week. It will not be possible to order meals for the following week after this
time. The cost of children's lunches remains the same at £2.30 per meal.

ATTENDANCE

Our whole school attendance this week
was only 91% and since the beginning of
the year is 95%.

Godfrey Class = 97.8%

Awdry Class = 97.7%

Octavia Class = 96.8%

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS
Our afterschool clubs will start again from 19th April! All school-run clubs are free of charge
and can be booked via ParentPay – these will be made available to book via ParentPay
during the Easter Break (if you have any difficulty in doing this, please contact the office).
All clubs finish at 4.15 and children should be collected from the main school entrance. May
we kindly remind parents that their children must be picked up from their after-school clubs
promptly.

Day
Year Group
Reception & KS1
KS2

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Forest School
Mindfulness

Art
---------

Film
Choir

Lego
Film

Sport
Environment Savers
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MAMA MIA – WSM PIZZARIA!
What an end to the term! Octavia
have finished off our DT food project
by making pizzas! We had tried and
tasted different flavours, created a
bar chart to show our favourite
flavours and designed the perfect
pizza. A huge thank you to ASPENS
for showing the children techniques
to make a pizza. Casper said, "We had
a great time! I liked making the shape
and using my fingers to spread out the
dough." Alfie W. raved, "I liked watching them make the dough and trying fresh basil for the first time!"

CITIZENSHIP AND SPORTS CUP RECIPENTS!
We are so proud of this term’s recipients of the Citizenship and Sports Cups! They have consistently demonstrated
those skills we look for in terms of good citizens and good sportsmanship!
Well done to Khaleesi, Dolly, Reegan, Caspian, Logan, Sophia, Harvir, and Jake!

THIS WEEK’S RECOMMENDED READS ARE:
EYFS

KS1

KS2
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Over the last few weeks in Pre-School, we have been looking at how the
days of the week, months, and date are formed in written formation. We
have been singing our “Days of the Week” and “Months of the Year” songs
to help determine what day/month it is.
We have been listening to a classical music piece by Stokowski called, “The
Sorcerer's Apprentice" and have learned to play our musical instruments
quietly or loudly using prompt cards with the words 'quiet' or 'loud'
written on them to help know during which parts of the music we should
be playing at the correct noise level.
After this, we made marks using paint on a shower curtain to classical
musical. As the music slowed or sped up, we made movements with our
arms to paint the curtain to match the rhythm of the music. The pattern
the children made was wonderful.
We have practised using our hands to represent zero, five and ten,
holding either a clenched fist for zero, holding all fingers up on one hand
for five or all fingers up on both hands for ten. They are getting really
quick at this.
We are still working hard on our letters and how to pronounce them, as well as recognising how
our names look in written formation.
Our children are amazing, and we are so proud of them!
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The Queen’s Green Canopy
As part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, Wisbech St Mary
CofE Academy has taken part in the Queen’s Green Canopy, a unique
tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee,
which invites people from across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree
for the Jubilee”.
Working with Wisbech St Mary Parish Council, our school was
awarded, free of charge by the Woodland Trust, 208 trees, one for
each of our children from Pre-school through to Year 6. These trees,
which include Wild Cherry, Rowan and Silver Birch, have now been
planted on land that has been donated by local landowner, Mr John
Humphrey.
On Friday 25th March, we started the day with a fabulous whole school
assembly led by Mark Knight, MBE and John Humphrey, who spoke to
our children about the tree planting project. The children were all
extremely excited to learn that each one of them has been assigned a
tree, which has been planted in the village to commemorate HM
Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee. It is truly something they can
treasure for a long time to come, to watch grow over the years and
hopefully to bring their future families back to see.
Later on in the
afternoon,
our
Environment Savers
After-School
club
children went down
to the site to help
plant the last few
remaining
trees.
Members of the
Parish Council, David Wheeler, John Humphrey and Mark
Knight, were in attendance, as well as our local MP, Steve
Barclay. The children were really excited to look on the map
to find the location of each of their trees. It was a very special occasion, and the weather was beautiful. After
Easter, we will be taking each of our classes down to the site to look at the trees - the children are really
looking forward to seeing where each of their trees are planted.
We would like to thank Wisbech Parish Council for all their help in
coordinating this wonderful initiative, which not only honours The Queen’s
leadership of the nation, but which will also benefit future generations of
families in Wisbech St Mary.
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COVID-19 – UPDATED GUIDANCE: LIVING WITH COVID
The following information has been provided to us by the Director of
Education for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough:
• Testing has ended for all pupils in schools. The only exception is
residential SEND schools. There will be no public access to testing aside
from private sector testing.
• From 1 April, anyone with a positive COVID-19 test result will be
advised to try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for
five days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young
people aged 18 and under, the advice will be three days. This will rely on
people accessing paid tests.
• From 1 April, updated guidance will advise people with symptoms of
a respiratory infection, including COVID-19, and a high temperature or who feel unwell, to try stay at home and
avoid contact with other people, until they feel well enough to resume normal activities and they no longer have
a high temperature.
• Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact
with other people, where they can. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a
high temperature, and they are well enough to attend.
• Schools are expected to take these measures:
o Ensuring all eligible groups are enabled and supported to take up the offer of national vaccination programmes
including COVID-19 and flu.
o Ensuring occupied spaces are well-ventilated and let fresh air in.
o Reinforcing good hygiene practices such as hand washing and cleaning.
Although the legal requirement to provide remote learning ended on the 24th March, as a school, we will be following
the non-statutory guidance and will offer our full remote learning package (as soon as reasonably practicable, though
in proportion to the length of absence and disruption to their learning) to children in circumstances when in-person
attendance is either not possible or contrary to government guidance. Scenarios might include:
• occasions when school leaders decide that it is not possible for their setting to open safely, or that opening
would contradict guidance from local or central government
• occasions when individual pupils, for a limited duration, are unable to physically attend their school but
are able to continue learning, for example pupils with an infectious illness
The guidance is clear that attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age.

Further information and advice can be found on the following websites:
Living with Covid: the end of routine testing in schools,
colleges and childcare settings - The Education Hub (blog.gov.uk)
Government sets out next steps for living
with COVID - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.

1st April 2022

An Easter Blessing
May the resurrection of our savior be a
constant reminder of His love and
promise of eternal life.

Happy Easter from the staff and Governors
of Wisbech St Mary C of E Academy.
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Summer Term 2022
Friday 1 April
Last day of Spring Term (no joke!)
th
th
Monday 4 – Mon 18 April
Easter Holiday
th
Tuesday 19 April
Summer Term Starts
th
Monday 9 May
Level 1 Bikeability – Years 3 and 4
th
th
9 – 13 May
SATS Week
th
Friday 20 May
Young Voices Choir Concert
rd
Monday 23 May
Jubilee “Street Party” in playground – children only
th
Thursday 26 May – 9.00-11.30 Sports Day – KS1
Thursday 26th May – 1.00-3.30 Sports Day – KS2
Mon 30th May – Fri 3rd June
Half Term
th
Monday 6 June
Training Day – School Closed
th
th
16 & 17 June
Year 6 Residential - Stibbington
Mon 11th – Thurs 14th July
Bikeability – Year 6
nd
Friday 22 July
Celebration Assembly in Church
nd
Friday 22 July
Last Day of Term 6
Autumn Term 2022
th
Monday 5 September
First Day of Autumn Term – School Year 2022/2023
st

Thank you for your continued support!

Miss Jaynie Lynch
Headteacher
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