6th May 2022

Giant leaps often start with small steps. (Queen
Elizabeth II)
A MESSAGE FROM MISS LYNCH
I cannot believe that there is only just over a week until our half term break! Where has the time gone?
Such a lot has been achieved by the children so far this term – the Blossom Day visit for some of our Year 4
children, the start of our Platinum Jubilee celebrations with the presentation of commemorative mugs from
the parish council, Bikeability for our Year 3 and 4 children, a visit from Mrs Wright to talk about plants and
how they grow in Year 1, SATS in Years 2 and 6, and so much more. On Friday, I will be joining our school
choir to the Young Voices concert in Birmingham and cannot wait for them to showcase what they have
been learning – I heard their choir practise this evening and they sounded lovely! It has been lovely to see
the children practising for our Sports Day which takes place on Thursday 26th May when at long last we are
able to invite parents and carers in to watch the races for the 1st time since 2019!
A very big well done to all the children in Years 2 and 6 for completing their SATS this term! Children
approached their assessments with confidence and had a exceptional attitude. Staff commented on how
relaxed they all were! We are looking forward to Year 1 phonics screening and Year multiplication check later
in the term.
CHANGES TO SCHOOL LUNCH BOOKING – PREBOOK VIA PARENTPAY BY THURSDAYS!
Thank you to all our parents who are now using ParentPay to book lunches
for their children. It has been a huge learning-curve for us all but we seem
now to be in the swing of it. Like any new system, we did experience some
teething problems and we really do appreciate your patience whilst
working through these. May we kindly request that if your child is not in
school due to sickness, that you please let the office know if their school
lunch needs to be cancelled? A reminder that Thursday is the cut off day
for booking school lunches for the following week.

Aspens, our catering company, has some special menus planned on 19th May, 16th June and 14th July this information has been communicated to parents via email. The menus are also available to view on
our school website.
SPECIAL PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION ON 23rd MAY – PACKED LUNCH OPTION ONLY FOR SCHOOL LUNCH

On Monday 23rd May, we will be hosting our own Jubilee-theme
“Afternoon Tea Party” for the children in school to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. During the day, a special lunch menu will be
served from the kitchen, which will include a selection of ham, cheese
and jam sandwiches, cakes, crudites and fruit will be served (no hot
option on this day). You can pre-book and pay via ParentPay as normal.
Alternatively, children may bring in their own packed lunch from home
to eat with everyone else. In the afternoon, we will put on our party shoes and celebrate with a disco
and party snacks!
Children are encouraged to come in non-uniform, dressed in red, white, and blue!
Many thanks to the PTFA and Parish Council each of whom gave a generous donation to enable us to
make it a special and memorable occasion for our children.
Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM

May we please remind parents that children are expected to wear school
uniform/colours to school, except on PE or non-uniform days:
• Navy or black skirt, pinafore, trousers or shorts
• Blue and white checked dress in summer
• White or blue polo shirt or blouse
• Navy blue cardigan, jumper or sweatshirt
• Black shoes
For PE, children should wear a blue or house colour t-shirt (please speak to the
school office if you are unsure of this) and neutral or dark coloured shorts or joggers/leggings. In order
to reduce the risk of sun exposure/burn, we ask that children wear shirts which cover their shoulders.
For the remainder of the Summer term, children may wear non-uniform on Fridays, following the
exceptional amount raised for Comic Relief. This is not compulsory and is at the discretion of parents
and carers. If you choose for your child to participate in non-uniform Fridays, we ask that you ensure
that clothing is appropriate for school.
FOREST SCHOOL SURPRISE

Thank you to everyone who helped us to collect the
Morrisons “Good to Grow” vouchers. We were
really lucky to receive a significant amount of
vouchers which enabled us to purchase items for
the school environmental area. Our Forest School
club children were so excited to open the parcel and
to start using the tools!

ATTENDANCE
Our whole school attendance this week
was 95% and since the beginning of the
summer term is also 95%

Octavia Class = 97.8%

Peckover Class = 96.5
%
Awdry Class = 95.8%

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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COVID-19 – UPDATED GUIDANCE ON LIVING WITH COVID-19

THIS WEEK’S RECOMMENDED READS ARE:

EYFS
All Join In
by Quentin Blake

KS1
The Accidental
Prime Minister
by Tom McLaughlin

KS2
The Viewer
by Gary Crew

Fenlands Orchard Project
Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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Blossom Day Trip
In an ever-changing world, nature will always be a source
of comfort for many of us. In Japan, spring blossom is
celebrated with the traditional custom of Hanami, which
means ‘flower viewing’ and is an opportunity to take in the
beauty of flowers.
On Friday 22nd April, some of our Year 4 children had the
wonderful opportunity to take part in a Blossom Day in at
a beautiful Wisbech orchard, which grows apple, pear,
cherry and plum trees.
The day was led by Andrew Callaghan, Community Development Worker for the Fenland Orchard Project
and the children took part in a variety of activities, from looking at blossom, exploring the orchards and
learning about the plant development. They had a fantastic day and Andrew Callaghan has since emailed the
school to share how impressed he was with their attitude, manners and behaviour.

SPORTS DAY
We are so excited to be able to welcome parents to join us for our Sports Day on Thursday
26th May.
Preschool leavers will run their races from 9.00am.
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 races will start at 10.00am.
KS2 races will start at 1.30pm.
Parents are warmly invited to join us to cheer on the children, but we ask that you discourage
children from coming over to you during the event so that they stay with their class – you can
celebrate their achievements when they return home at the end of the day! Please bring your
own seats or blanket to sit on with you, and don’t forget to warm up for the parent’s race!

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Presentation of Mugs
Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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from Wisbech St Mary Parish Council
On Friday 29th April, we were very lucky to receive several members of Wisbech St Mary
Parish Council into our school to lead a special assembly and to present all of our children
with a wonderful Platinum Jubilee mug to commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’s 70 years on
the throne.
Our sincere thanks go to Councillors David Wheeler, John Humphrey and Mark Knight, MBE
DL for giving our children such an informative and fun presentation on the reign of Queen
Elizabeth II. A huge thank you also to Wisbech St Mary Parish Council for providing the
souvenir mugs for our children. They were all delighted to receive them and they will
treasure them for many years to come.

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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We have been exploring so much these last few weeks in Pre-school! We are still working on our
Phonics, learning the days of the week, months of the year and the date. We have been practicing
our listening skills and using our descriptive words during an animal guessing game by using the
toy wild animals as a visual aid. The children are really good at describing without giving away the
name of the animal! We have been busy building with our large wooden blocks, the small wooden
blocks and Duplo and have also been exploring ways to make marks, with stampers, balls, water,
pens, paper and shaving foam. The children are really interested in making creations with junk
boxes, and have become very ingenious with their models!
Outside, we are really enjoying digging in the living and learning vegetable boxes and are digging
deep to find creepy crawlies and treasure. We are starting to learn more about the upcoming
Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and have started decorating our Union Jack Flags. All that we do in
Pre-school helps the children to develop in all areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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Reception – Hudson Class
Since Easter, Hudson Class have been learning about the jungle and rainforests. We have
looked at where these are located and what the climate is like there. The children have
been learning about different jungle animals and have really enjoyed learning about how
snakes eat their prey whole! We even pretended to be in the jungle (rainforest) and
thought about what it would be like.

Year 1 - Godfrey Class
Godfrey Class has started their Science topic by looking at plants. We have been thinking
about the parts of a plant and have been given some pea plants to look after and watch
develop. We have also started a cress experiment and we are looking at where cress grows
best - in the fridge, on the window, in the sunlight or in the dark. We have also been looking
at aerial views and spent time finding Wisbech St Mary on a map. Our Jack and the
Beanstalk topic has been making us think about adjectives for describing the giant and we
have also set up our own garden centre. We have also been practising subtraction and
making sure we are counting carefully.

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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Year 2 - Mowbray Class
The children in Year 2 have been working really hard to improve their Maths fluency skills
over the past couple of weeks. They have been using number lines to skip count for division
and multiplication. In Art, we have been learning about mythical paintings and have been
looking at creating our own mazes and then creating a Minotaur to go inside.

Year 3 – Octavia Class
Octavia Class has been having great fun orienteering! This has really helped us to develop
our map skills in Geography. We've also been working on creating our own relief tiles in Art
and have produced some fantastic results. Well done Octavia Class!

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.

6th May 2022
Year 4 - Clarkson Class
Over the last couple of weeks, Clarkson Class have been developing their mathematical
skills based around time. The children have enjoyed taking part in both partner and group
challenges and beating the clock. Throughout the unit, children have been matching
analogue and digital clocks, converting time from AM to PM and vice-versa and learning
about days of the weeks, months, years and Leap years. Brilliant work Clarkson Class !

Year 5 - Peckover Class
Year 5 have been enjoying learning outside in the sunshine! We've created natural
sculptures and musical instruments. We've worked hard indoors too, the writing we have
produced about the Parthenon marbles has been amazing. Well done Peckover Class!

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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Year 6 - Awdry Class
Last week in Awdry Class we took our learning outside! In Art, we are currently learning
about Impressionism. We have found out that impressionist painters often painted ‘en
plein air’ (outside) using dabbed brushstrokes and complimentary colours. So on Thursday
afternoon, we gave it a go! The children produced some wonderful artwork and thoroughly
enjoyed painting in the fresh air!.

We are so proud of you all.
Our children work so hard in
school and are a pleasure to
teach. Thank you.

Changed your email or telephone number? Let us know ASAP as this is our main form of communication.
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Summer Term 2022
Monday 23rd May
Thursday 26th May – 9.00-11.30
Thursday 26th May – 1.00-3.30
Mon 30th May – Fri 3rd June
Monday 6th June
Friday 10th June
16th & 17th June
Thursday 7th July
Mon 11th – Thurs 14th July
Monday 11th July
Wednesday 13th July
Thursday 21st July
Friday 22nd July – 9.15am
Friday 22nd July – 2.00 – 3.00pm
Friday 22nd July
Monday 25th July – Friday 2nd September
Monday 5th September

Jubilee “Street Party” in school – children only
Non-uniform: Red, white, and blue themed
Sports Day – KS1
Sports Day – KS2
Half Term
Training Day – School Closed
Year 2 Trip to Sealife Centre
Year 6 Residential - Stibbington
Year 5 Reading Conference – Thomas Clarkson Academy
Bikeability – Year 6
Year 1 Literacy Festival - Wisbech
Jump Up Morning
Year 6 Leavers Event – details TBC
Celebration Assembly in Church
Year 6 Leavers Assembly
Last Day of Term 6
Summer Holiday
First Day of Autumn Term – School Year 2022/2023

Thank you for your continued support!

Miss Jaynie Lynch
Headteacher
Wisbech St. Mary Church of England Academy
Church Road, Wisbech St Mary
Cambridgeshire, PE13 4RJ
Headteacher: Miss Jaynie Lynch
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Vicki Bradshaw
01945 410 312
www.twitter.com/AcademyWsm

office@wsmacademy.cambs.sch.uk
www.instagram.com/wsm_academy
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