29th November 2019
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” –Romans 15:13

Advent Week 1: The Candle of Hope
Hope reminds us Jesus is coming.
As we are all preparing ourselves for the arrival of Christmas, decorating our houses,
visiting loved ones, getting a special gift for a special person, it is important to
remember that advent is not just about preparing ourselves outwardly for
Christmas, it is also about preparing our heart for the birth of our Saviour, Jesus.
This Sunday, we light the first Advent candle; the first candle represents hope.

Is your heart filled with hope this festive season?
Putting your hope in Jesus will give you:
Hope for help – in Hebrews 4:16, we are invited to ask for help, to “…come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in our time of need.”
Hope to overcome – Sometimes things leave us feeling powerless and overwhelmed. Putting your hope and
faith in Christ can give us great strength to overcome even the most daunting obstacles in our lives. In John
5:4 we are reminded, that hope in Jesus is “…the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.”
Hope for power – Ever come up against a task that is just too big? In Corinthians 12:9, we are reminded that
in such times, God is there to give us his power, “My grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness.”
Hope for eternity – When we put our faith and hope in Jesus, it not only gives us help, strength, and power
for our lives today, but it also gives us hope for life after death. God sent his son to be our Saviour and are
reminded in Romans 15:13, “May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Christian Value Focus: Compassion
Children at school have been demonstrating thoughtful acts of
compassion within our local community.
Calan has been thinking about how he can help others in need in our local
area. He is raising awareness of those children in our local area who are
living in poverty and even homeless. He is asking for donations of nonperishable food items as well as hats, scarves, and gloves for the children.
We have already had some donations in this week to support Calan’s
cause – a special thank you to the Taylor family for your support and
donations.

Donations can be brought to the school office by 11th December.
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Winter Weather...
Brrr… it’s cold out there! Despite the cold, we’re outside for
play and lunch – please make sure your child has
appropriate clothing and outer wear, including thick coats,
hats, scarves, and gloves.
Although a ‘white Christmas’ would be lovely for us all, we aren’t hoping for or expecting any snow closures this year.
If we do have to close for any reason, we will update our website and social media sites as soon as possible. We will
also inform our local media outlets, including BBC Radio Cambridgeshire and KLFM 96.7 FM.

Lunchtime Vacancy:
We currently have a vacancy for a Senior Midday Supervisor. For more information
about the post, please visit our school website www.wsmacademy.co.uk or speak
with Mrs. Embling in the school office.

We need
names!

HOLY
COW!
The newest addition to our WSM family are two lovely calves!
They are being hand-reared so the children will have the chance
to help out with their feeding and care.
The only thing is… they don’t have names… yet! Lesley and I
thought it would be a fantastic idea to get some suggestions from
the children about what we could name the two calves. One is
black and white, the other is reddish-brown and white.
Let the competition commence! Name suggestions should be written down on a piece of paper
with the child’s name and year group (Pre-School – Year 6) and given to Miss Lynch. We will draw
two winners just before Christmas.
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PTFA Christmas Fair
Join us for our Christmas Fair after school on Friday, 6th December.
Stalls, raffle, Santa’s Grotto, etc. Hope to see you there!

Our first Bedtime Stories event was a BIG hit! Thank you so much to everyone who ventured out in
the cold to come to our first bedtime story session. We had a wonderful evening and it was a
pleasure to share it with you all.
We are so excited to invite you to our Christmas-themed Bedtime Stories on 17th December from
6:00pm-7:00pm in the school hall for hot chocolate, cookies, milk and bedtime stories. Come in
pyjamas, bring a blanket and a teddy! Stories will be read by Miss Lynch and Mrs Welbourne with
some special guest reading sessions from Mrs Bradshaw and Mrs Hunt. All children must be
accompanied by an adult.

Family Cafés
We still have two family cafés this term, starting with Octavia Class on Wednesday.
This is a fabulous opportunity for you to join your child for tea/coffee,
biscuits and fun activities. Please see below for the dates.
Octavia
Awdry

Wednesday 4th December
Thursday 12th December
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Year 1 and Year 4 had an amazing day with their visitor, Kwaku.
Kwaku is originally from Ghana and has shared so much with the
children. They enjoyed a range of activities including storytelling,
drumming, Adinkra printing and cooking.

The travelling book fair has proved really
popular and it has been wonderful to see
children and families browsing the
shelves and talking about their favourite
reads! As a result of your support, we
have a fabulous amount of over £150 in
rewards that we have spent to
supplement and enhance our library.
Additions include new releases, classic
texts and core books from Pie Corbett's
reading spines for each year group.
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This week’s recommended reads are:
EYFS

KS1

Attendance
Our school
attendance:

96%

KS2
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Wednesday 4th December – 9:00am

Octavia Class Family Café

Thursday 5th December – 9:10am

Christingle in Church

Friday 6th December

Hudson Class trip to Church Farm

Friday 6th December (afterschool)

PTFA Christmas Fair

Wednesday 11th December – 2pm & 6pm

Reception and KS1 Nativity

Thursday 12th December

School Christmas lunch

Thursday 12th December – 5pm

KS2 Carol concert (in church)

Monday 16th December – 9:10am

End of term celebration in church (Reception – Year 6)

Monday 16th December – 2pm

Pre-school Christmas Celebration (in church)

Wednesday 18th December

Last day of term

Monday 6th January 2020

Start of term (Reception – Year 6)

Wednesday 8th January 2020

Start of term (Pre-School)

Sats for Year 6 will take place week commencing 11th May 2020
Thank you for your continued support!
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