13th March 2020

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”
– Corrie ten Boom
I have been thinking and praying a lot this week about things in the news, especially
the recent coronavirus pandemic. There is fear and uncertainty that surrounds us daily
and we all react differently to this; sometimes it can take the form of a big exam coming
up in school, an unexpected bill (that you really can’t afford at the moment), or starting
a new venture. Whenever things get too bad, though, I’m reminded that that the most
common command in the bible is “Fear not.”
Fear is complicated. It can paralyse us if we let it, but we can’t let it dominate our
lives. The bible is full of examples of people who are faced with fear and overcome it,
but perhaps the most prominent one is the story of Gideon (Judges 6:11) – the poster
boy for fear. Gideon’s
story takes place
hundreds of years
after Moses freed
the Israelites from
Egypt at a time when
the Israelites were
being plagued by
some quite nasty
characters,
the
Midianites, who took
or ruined all their
crops and animals and
forced the Israelites
into hiding. God in his
infinite wisdom sent
his angels to Gideon,
to call upon him.
Throughout his entire
story,
Gideon
demonstrated fear,
anxiety, and doubt.
He constantly tested God by asking him to perform signs. First, he had God consume
an offering of food he presented to the angel (Judges 6:20-21). Next, he petitioned God
to send morning dew only on a piece of fleece he laid out (Judges 6:37-38). Finally, just
for good measure, he lay out the fleece again but asked for the exact opposite to
happen (Judges 6:39-40).
Gideon was afraid, but when he finally put his trust in God and obeyed, the Israelites
were freed from seven years of oppression.
There will always be moments in life when we are worried to give ourselves over to
God, but the truth is we can trust him with our tomorrows. Trust does not require us
to be fearless, it only asks that we have the faith to follow God in difficult times. Take
solace in Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”
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What preparations are we making in response to COVID-19?
Although we do not know what the future has in store, we can be relatively confident that
the virus is going to continue to spread and it is highly likely that at some point the
government is going to close all schools. Until such time, we are going to continue – business
as usual.
However, I want to reassure you all that we have plans in place to ensure that we are able to
delay the spread of the virus as much as humanly possible.
We are also in the process of creating resources to support your children’s education – should
schools close – so that the disruption to their education is limited.
We have also been following the most up-to-date guidance from Public Health and the NHS.
In addition to this we have also had discussions with the children about the virus and
answered their questions as best as we can (with the information available). I want to
encourage you to speak with your children about COVID-19 and answer any questions they
may have. I have attached a guidance resource to help you talk to your children about COVID19.
If you have any concerns or worries, please come and speak with me about them. I can’t
promise you that I have all the answers, but I can promise you that I will listen and do my
best to help in any way that I can.
Current advice and guidance is to stay at home if you have coronavirus
symptoms.
Stay at home for 7 days if you have either:
• a high temperature
• a new, continuous cough
Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. You do not need to contact
111 to tell them you're staying at home. If symptoms worsen, you feel you
cannot cope with the symptoms at home, or symptoms do not get better after
7 days, use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service https://111.nhs.uk/covid19/
If your child has any of the symptoms above, please do not send them to school – follow the
latest guidance and keep them off school. If your child presents with these symptoms at
school, we will contact you immediately. This absence will be authorised.
For more information about Covid-19 please visit the NHS
website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid-19/
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Lent Week 3: Our school, our environment
It’s sometimes easy to forget that one of
Jesus’ main goals was to enlist us to join his
‘team’ and do meaningful work. It’s sometimes
called building the Kingdom of God and it’s about
us each doing our bit to make the world a better,
little by little. Jesus was chosen especially for
this work by God. God could easily have waved
his magic wand, but he decided to put his faith
in Jesus and humanity, he chose teamwork. Next
week we will be talking with
the children about how we can
improve our local environments and exploring questions like: How can we
use sustainable resources? What can we do about plastics that we use?
How can we encourage our families and schools as stewards of this
world? Take some time to talk with your children about your home
environment. What are the good things about them? What are the
areas which could be improved?

This week’s recommended reads are:
EYFS

KS1

KS2
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Mowbray class have enjoyed becoming poets! We had the pleasure
of welcoming the Wisbech Reads team in to teach us more about
poetry. We had the chance to
read a variety of different
poems, listened to and took
part in some poetry and
became
our
own
poets.
We loved it so much that we
continued to write another
stanza when they left!
Here is our finished poem:
The most devilish chimpanzee
in the world
A cheeky chimpanzee
Is living in my house
He’s making so much mess
I’d rather have a mouse
He’s looking in the fridge
And swinging from the light
Destroying everything
And being naughty in the night
He’s flushed my glasses down the toilet
And shattered the lamp
He weed all over my carpet
It left the carpet damp
He gulped all of the bananas
And left skins on the floor
He has stolen the car keys
And escaped out the back door!!!
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Octavia class’ Family Café was a huge success!
We read Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram and
then constructed our own flying saucers to get to the
moon.
Thank you to all those that came along!

Family Cafés
Awdry Class
Tuesday 17th March
at 9:15 am
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We have been busy this week celebrating British Science Week.
Children investigated a range of topics from buoyancy to
camouflage to habitats. Talk to your children about what
scientific concepts the children have been investigating this
week.

This year we will be taking part in a sponsored fun run
on Wednesday 18th. Our theme for the day is
– this could be fancy dress or wearing red clothing.
Money raised can be paid straight on to ParentPay.
This will go directly to Sport relief and they will add a donation as
well. If you have any questions, please come and see Miss Pettit or
ask at the office.
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This week we had Uni-Play in to lay some new
playground markings. The children were very
impressed with the processes and equipment the
workers used to lay the markings (especially the
blow torch). The children have loved playing “What’s
the Time Mr Wolf?”, hop-scotch, darts, and
completing the obstacle race this week. The netball
team is very pleased as well!
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celebrate learning their spellings, as they would
decided to host a

at the end of the term.

are also hoping to participate in an inter-school spelling

space for more information! Copies of the word lists can be found
http://bit.ly/2Qe2nQL
questions, please pop in to see Miss Lynch or Mrs Hunt.

Activities
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Tues 17th Mar
Thur 26th Mar
Tues 31st Mar
Wed 1st April
Thur 2nd April
Mon 20th April
Wed 6th May
Thur 7th May
Fri 8th May
th
Mon 11 to Thur 14th May
Mon 18th to Thur 21st May
Thur 21st May
Thur 21st May
th
Mon 25 to Fri 29th May

Awdry Family Café 9.15am
Awdry Reach for the Stars Graduation 2.15pm
Easter Celebration in Church 9.00am
Spring Term ends
Teacher Training Day

Summer Term starts
PTFA BINGO (doors open 5:15pm, eyes down 6:00pm)
Octavia Class to Flag Fen
May Bank Holiday – school closed
SATs for Awdry Class
Bikeability for Awdry Class
Pre School Sports Day 9.00am
School Sports Day 1.00pm
Half Term
Wed 3rd Jun
Thur 25th Jun
st
Wed 1 to Fri 3rd Jul
Saturday 4th Jul
th
Thur 9 and Fri 10th Jul
Tues 14th Jul
Wed 15th Jul
Thur 16th Jul
Thur 16th Jul
Thur 16th Jul
Mon 20th Jul
Mon 20th Jul
Tues 21st Jul
Wed 22nd Jul

Godfrey and Mowbray Class to ‘Grow your own potatoes’ event
Neale Wade information evening for Y6
Neale Wade transition days
Rose Fair
Thomas Clarkson Academy transition days
Summer Fair 3.15pm
Year 6 performance 2.00pm and 5.30pm
Leavers assembly 9.00am (School Hall)
Leavers Lunch
Leavers Disco (Year 6 only)
End of Term celebration in Church
End of Term disco (whole school)
Summer term closes
Teacher Training Day

Sats for Year 6 will take place week commencing 11th May 2020
Thank you for your continued support!

Miss Jaynie Lynch
Headteacher

01945 410 312
www.twitter.com/AcademyWsm

office@wsmacademy.cambs.sch.uk
www.instagram.com/wsm_academy

www.wsmacademy.cambs.sch.uk
www.facebook.com/WisbechStMaryAcademy
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